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Episode 53: “What Lies Beneath” -Written by JV Torres and Amanda Haggist 

 Directed by JV Torres 

  

>>>SCENE ONE 

[creepy intro music] 

  

Beals: [laughing and thunder in background] Do you remember playing king of the mountain with those three friends 

you had when you were kid, Asilas? 

  

Asilas: [annoyed] What? 

  

Beals: Those stooges you played with when you were little. What were their names? [scoffs] Anyway, you would play 

king of the mountain with them. And then one day, other boys from the neighborhood came and tried to knock you off 

the top of the see-saw. 

 

Asilas: I vaguely remember. 

 

Beals: [continues to laugh] You knocked them all down. Even the kids that were much bigger than you. And do you 

remember the girl that came along and finally knocked you off the top of the see-saw? [chuckles] You turned bright 

red. Was it embarrassment or were you just blushing? 

 

Asilas: You really think she knocked me off? Perhaps I let her knock me off the top? Perhaps I was tired of playing 

the game. 

 

Beals: I’m not sure. The other kids laughed and thought it was quite amusing. Must have been embarrassing. 

 

Asilas: For them, maybe. Not for me. 

 

Beals: Not for you? Now, I find that hard to believe. 

 

Asilas: When I was tired of being king of the mountain, I would let somebody else win.  

 

Beals: You’re king of the ultimate mountain now. All your old allies and challengers have fallen, now that King 

Hussein swims in the Lake of Fire. He says hello, by the way. He’ll be anxiously waiting for you. 

 

Asilas: You say this as if I should fear it. I do not fear it. I only fear God the Almighty. 

 

Beals: You do realize He was the one who allowed the Lake of Fire in the first place? 

 

Asilas: I know this. I also know that in Ecclesiastes it says whatever God does will endure forever; nothing can be 

added to it, and nothing taken away from it. God has made it this way, so that men will fear Him. [pause] The time for 

everyone who makes it to the summit of their mountain will one day fall from its peak! Willingly or not--because it is 

ultimately God’s will! [boom] 
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NEW KINGDOM RADIO THEATRE. <Commercial> 

  

>>>SCENE TWO 

[transition music] 

  

Narrator: Lord Oreb asked Dr. Liverpool to leave his lab in California and relocate his research in New Eden at a 

base near the Grand Castle. Dr. Liverpool refused his offer and remained in Southern California. Not long after his 

phone call with Oreb, another massive earthquake struck at the heart of the city where Dr. Liverpool’s lab was. The 

lab was completely destroyed and Dr. Liverpool barely escaped with his life. He managed to survive with only some 

minor cuts and bruises. But mostly his pride was battered. He quickly relocated to his 2nd lab at the university, which 

was mostly intact and he could continue his research and monitor the earth polar shifts. There, he discovered that the 

new north pole was off by a few hundred miles than what was estimated. This caused temperature spikes near the 

region of Antarctica, which led to the melting of large areas of ice. Upon realizing this, Dr. Liverpool called Oreb and 

told him the ice in Antarctica was melting significantly and he suspected sea levels may rise dramatically. Oreb 

relayed this information to King Asilas. Asilas showed more interest in what was under the ice than the damage rising 

sea levels might pose. The curious king commanded Oreb to send a team of scientists (along with some Spartans) to 

Antarctica and report their findings. Just then, Lord Capone asked to speak with the king regarding some troubling 

reports of cannibals all throughout the kingdom. [boom] 

 

[sound of door closing] 

 

Capone: Sir, we’ve been receiving reports of cannibals hunting people down and, well, it grosses me out to even 

think it. But hordes of them, sir, in many places--even in the Middle Eastern regions. Also, my contacts in the Middle 

East swear that the reports of King Hussein’s death are fake. They insist Hussein is still alive. And these are very 

credible sources. It may be that Hussein is in hiding. 

 

Asilas: No, he’s quite dead, this I am sure of. 

 

Capone: But how do you really know this? There was no body recovered. 

 

Asilas: DNA, Quintin. His DNA was found in the rubble. He’s dead. 

 

Capone: I don’t know, sir. Someone could have planted his DNA there to make it seem that he’s dead. 

 

Asilas: I suppose he also removed his lower jaw--along with flesh from his face as well? He was identified using 

dental records, too. 

 

Capone: [sounding grossed out] Oh my God. That’s grotesque. That wasn’t reported on the news. 

 

Asilas: No, it wasn’t. The Middle Eastern Alliance, or whatever is left of it, wanted to keep that detail out of the news 

out of respect. I can’t say I blame them. 
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Capone: I’m sorry, my brother. I know you two were close friends. This must be a sobering moment for you. 

 

Asilas: In many ways it is. [pauses and sighs] We all meet our fate sooner or later, Quintin. 

 

Capone: Well, I hope mine doesn’t come at the hands of hungry cannibals. What should we do about this situation, 

sir? It seems like we’re losing control of the kingdom. Please tell me you see this.  

 

Asilas: I do. But even this is part of the ultimate plan. 

 

Capone: Ultimate plan? I don’t understand. [pauses and gets sentimental] Talk to me, my brother. You can share 

anything in the world with me, you know that. 

 

Asilas: [returning the sentiment] I know. You are my truest friend. And believe me in due time, you will play a much 

bigger role in what is happening. You will become an architect of a different sort. One that will reshape the entire 

world. Although, I am unsure if it will be something you will be proud to do. 

 

Capone: What is it, sir? 

 

Asilas: Ah-ah-ah, not so fast. Be patient. You’ll find out soon enough. And so will everyone else. 

 

Capone: Well, just don’t send me to round up cannibals. [gives a nervous chuckle--both men chuckle] 

  

[boom] 

  

>>>SCENE THREE 

[transition music and a motorcycle on the road] 

  

JJ: [yelling in the wind] How much longer til we reach Kentucky? 

  

Cody: [yelling in the wind] Just a few more miles up ahead. [sound of a motorcycle revving then fade into the sound 

of motorcycle slowing down and stopping] We’re here. [sound of motorcycle shutting off] Now, I have to warn you, 

babe, my family from Kentucky is a little rough around the edges. Sometimes they can be brutal with their 

commentary. So, I want to apologize for them ahead of time. 

  

JJ: [dismissive] Don’t be so dramatic. I’m sure we’ll get along just fine. [sound of walking on gravel and sounding 

excited] Hi! We made it!  

  

Aunt Charlotte: [in a southern twang] Hey you guys! Glad you made it. I hope your trip wasn’t too scary. We’ve been 

hearing all kinds of stories on the radio these past few days. [lowering her voice] Especially Yellowstone. God, who 

would’ve thought? Did you guys see it up close? 

 

Cody: You know, Aunt Charlotte, at one point, I think we got a little too close to the Yellowstone danger zone. I guess 

that’s what they’re calling it. It’s pretty bad. 
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Charlotte: [exaggerated concerned] You didn’t inhale any of that volcanic smoke ash stuff they’ve been reporting, did 

you? 

 

Cousin Brad: [southern twang] We heard that volcano smoke rots your lungs fast. You sure you didn’t get too close?  

 

Cody: No, I don’t think so, Brad. 

 

Cousin Lisa: [sounding half excited and a southern twang] Hey cousin! Long time no see!  

 

Cody: Lisa! Babe, this is my little cousin, Lisa. When she was teenie-tiny, she taught me how to ride a horse. 

[chuckles] She was one of the wittiest, smartest kids I ever knew. [pauses] It’s great to see you, Lisa. 

 

JJ: Hi Lisa, nice to finally meet you. I’ve heard a lot of stories about all of ya’ll. But Cody especially has told incredible 

stories about you when you were little. 

 

Lisa: Yeah, Cody and I were inseparable for a bit. [sighs] So, ya’ll are really going to get married? In the middle of all 

this crazy stuff happening around the world? I can think of a million things I’d rather do right about now than shack up 

with someone. Like dig an underground fortress or somethin’. Aint nothing good happening up here no how. 

 

JJ: Yeah, I know it’s crazy, but hey a wedding is just what we all need. Get all our minds off this end of the world 

stuff. Have us a nice little party and everyone forgets about earthquakes and eruptions for a while. That’s my theory 

anyway. 

 

Charlotte: Yeah, I guess that’s why we’re all happy you decided to come here. We need something else to be 

thinking about. Anyway, I hope you kids are hungry because we killed our last pig for the occasion. Let’s enjoy us 

some hot ham and all the fixins your hearts desire! 

 

Brad: I know I’m hungry, ma! 

 

Charlotte: Brad, you’re always hungry. Even when you’re sleeping you’re hungry. 

 

Brad: Nuh-uh. 

 

JJ: Oh my goodness, I’m s-t-a-r-v-i-n-g! [fade out people chuckling in the background and footsteps on the gravel] 

  

  

[SONG: “SOUTHERN GOTHIC” BY BUREAUCRATICA] 

  

>>>SCENE FOUR 

[transition music] 

  

4 



© Copyright 2021 JV Myka Publishing Company, LLC 

Cody: [sound of dishes being put away and chuckles in the background] Aunt Charlotte, that was the best ham I’ve 

ever had in my life. Thank you so much for everything. 

 

Charlotte: Well, I’m glad you enjoyed it because there won’t be any more once this is all gone. [gets somber] Cody, I 

don’t know what we’re going to do. We’re running out of everything. We have enough for now, but we’ve been 

hearing stories about people’s houses getting raided and robbed for their food supply. People getting shot over a 

sandwich. It’s awful. If we can get this wedding of yours done quick, that would be best. ‘Cus aint no telling how long 

we’ll last, to be honest. I’m so worried, I can’t begin to tell you how worried I am. For everybody. 

 

Cody: Well, Brad’s got guns in the house in case someone tries to come here and do something, right? 

 

Charlotte: [lowering her voice] Well, yes. We all have something close at all times for that reason. But it’s getting 

more dangerous by the day. And Brad, well, he tries hard. He’s got guts, but he aint got no brains sometimes. 

[pause] Besides, he won’t be able to fight a gang of crazies by hisself.  

 

Lisa: [popping in the room] So, guys, what was California like? I’m guessing not too much fun since you have quite 

the black eye there, Cody. Plus JJ is all scratched up in her face. Either you guys fought each other or something 

really bad went down in Cali. You gonna tell us or you gonna lie? 

 

Cody: We were attacked by a gang. 

 

Lisa: [shocked] You were attacked? What happened? Tell me you got some licks on them bastards. 

 

Cody: Well, JJ and I got separated and I had to rescue her. So, I guess we fought off a whole gang of bikers. 

 

Charlotte: Oh God! Is that why you drove up in a motorcycle? 

 

Cody: Well, yeah. I took it from one of the gang bangers. 

 

Lisa: [in a corny tone] The knight in shining armor saves the damsel in distress. How romantic! 

 

JJ: It wasn’t at all romantic. It was Hell. [a loud bang] What was that? 

 

Lisa: What was what? 

 

JJ: Sounded like a loud bang outside. [then a growling sound] I think there’s something outside. You got wild dogs 

out here? 

 

Charlotte: [shouting behind her] Brad! Get your rifle and see what’s outside! [growling gets closer] 

 

Brad: [sound of footsteps and door creaking open] Who’s out there? 
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Charlotte: Cody, under the couch you’re sitting on there’s another rifle. It’s loaded. Lisa, get the pistol above the 

fridge. [sound of a rifle shot outside] Oh God, they’re here! 

 

Lisa: [anxious] I’ll guard the garage door! 

 

Cody: What? Who’s here? 

 

Charlotte: The cannibals! [banging on the front door and horrifying screeching] Cody, cover the front of the house, 

Lisa come with me to the back! [more intense banging and screeching] Aim for the head! Shoot when you have them 

in sight! 

 

Cody: [shooting his rifle] They’re coming in through the windows! [more shots and screams]  

 

Brad: [anxious as door slams shut] Don’t shoot! It’s me Brad, I’m coming in through the front door, Cody! [shots 

outside and screeching dies down as a woman screams faintly in the distance] 

 

Charlotte: [in the chaos] Check the bedrooms, Brad! Make sure no one’s coming in through the bedroom windows! 

 

Brad: [slamming the front door hard] I shot about four of them but I couldn’t see how many there were! 

 

Cody: [shouting in distress] JJ, are you ok? Stay behind me. Here. Take this buck knife in case one of them gets too 

close! [more screeching intensifies and banging on the door] 

 

Charlotte: Leave us alone or we’ll kill every one of you bastards! [more screeching] 

 

Brad: [shouting from the hallway] Ma! Where’s Lisa? 

 

Charlotte: She said she was guarding the garage door! [more banging, more screeching and gunfire] 

 

Brad: I don’t see her! [more gunfire and then the screeching fades out] 

 

Cody: Shh. Listen. I think they either left or we killed them all. 

 

Brad: I’ll look outside again. [sound of a door slamming]  

 

Cody: I better go with him. 

 

JJ: No. Wait, Babe. [sounds of a man wailing no! From outside] Shoot, we better go see. 

 

Brad: No! Please God, no! [laments uncontrollably] 

 

JJ: What happened? 
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Brad: [crying] My baby girl, no! No! 

 

Charlotte: Oh my God, no! [laments “no” and wails in deep sadness] 

 

Cody: They got Lisa, babe. [starts to choke up and sniffle] My baby cousin. [whimpers] No. 

 

  

>>>SCENE FIVE 

[transition music] 

  

Narrator: The cannibals killed young Lisa, Cody Valentine’s little cousin. The young girl was decapitated and had 

portions of flesh bitten off in large chunks from her arms and legs. It was a gruesome sight. Whatever hopes Cody 

and JJ had of having their family from Kentucky joining them for their wedding, they quickly evaporated. After a few 

days, Cody agreed reluctantly with JJ to leave Kentucky and head to the east coast, which was their original plan 

when they left California. They hopped on their motorcycle and headed to Peebles, Ohio to meet up with more 

relatives before making their trek to D.C. Meanwhile, Monica was being held against her will in an undisclosed 

location. Her talks with Malcolm were often combative and their relationship deteriorated with each passing day. 

[boom] 

  

Monica: All I want is to speak with my husband. Why can’t I at least have a simple phone call to let him know I’m 

alive and being cared for. He’s probably worried sick. 

 

Malcolm: [very annoyed] You can’t play both sides anymore, baby girl. 

 

Monica: Stop calling me that! You’re not my father! 

 

Malcolm: Well, you better pray to God I act like it because your life depends on it. You made your choice to come 

with me and now you have to go along with whatever I say. Just as if I really was your father. 

 

Monica: So, are you admitting it? Can we stop this charade already? Just who are you for real? 

 

Malcolm: I don’t think you really want to know. 

 

Monica: [starts whimpering] Oh God, what have I done? I have made a terrible mistake. 

 

Malcolm: You made an impossible choice, Monica. But you had to make it. Otherwise, King Asilas would have had 

you killed as soon as your baby was born. At least with me, you have a chance to live. 

 

Monica: [in tears] There is no way I can believe anything you say. I might as well be dead! [cries uncontrollably]  

  

  

>>>SCENE SIX 

[nightmare music] 
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[Voices of President Wei, King Hussein, King George and others echo in Asilas’s dream] 

  

Asilas: [suddenly awake] I know this is your work, Beals. I am in control of all my faculties. These ghosts are 

collections of memories you harnessed to spook me. But I will not be tricked by your black magic. 

  

Beals: [laughs] I find it very amusing you think everything you are responsible for is somehow blamed on me. These 

ghosts haunt you because their death can be linked to you and your deranged quest. 

  

Asilas: Nice try, Devil. Everything I have done and everything that is happening is for the second coming. Even the 

death of those who were once my friends. I will not be judged by the likes of you, but by the almighty.  

 

Beals: The world is blackening with darkness and death, Asilas. I had no hand in it, you did. 

 

Asilas: Exactly. For as it was written in Kings, “The Lord said He would dwell in the dark cloud. I have surely built you 

an exalted house and a place for You to dwell in forever!” [boom] 

  

[Outro music] 

  

YOU’VE BEEN LISTENING TO THE RISE OF KING ASILAS, EPISODE 53: WHAT LIES BENEATH, STARRING: 

JV TORRES AS KING ASILAS AND BEALS 

AMANDA HAGGIST AS JJ 

AUSTIN BEACH AS CODY VALENTINE 

JOHN DOBY AS LORD QUINTIN CAPONE 

LEYLA BONET AS PRINCESS MONICA 

GARY SCALES AS MALCOLM BANKS 

MARIA MICKLASAVAGE AS CHARLOTTE 

MELISSA WOMER AS LISA 

ADAM HAGGIST AS BRAD 

AND NARRATED BY SERGEI BRAZHNIKOV 

  

THIS EPISODE FEATURES THE SONG “SOUTHERN GOTHIC” BY BUREAUCRATIC. DOWNLOAD THE MUSIC 

OF BUREAUCRATIC. ON BANDCAMP.COM TODAY. FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CAST, THE 

MUSIC OR THIS PRODUCTION, PLEASE VISIT US AT WWW.THERISEOFKINGASILAS.COM FOR A FULL LIST 

ON OUR SEASON 4 EPISODE PAGE. AND NOW A WORD FROM OUR PODCAST FRIENDS: 

  

<PODCAST PROMOTION OR COMMERCIAL> 

  

THIS HAS BEEN A PRODUCTION OF THE NEW KINGDOM RADIO THEATRE IN BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 

COPYRIGHT 2021. I’M KEITH NORRIS AND STAY TUNED FOR EPISODE 54. 
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