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Episode 49: “Drought” -Written and Directed by JV Torres 

  

>>>SCENE ONE 

[intro music] 

  

Old Man: [sounding desperate] Water! Water! Please, I need water and food. Something. Anything! [starts pounding 

on a wooden door] 

  

Priest: [sound of door opening] Please back away from the door, man! 

  

Old Man: [very desperate] Please, ask our Holy Father to come out and speak to his people. We are dying out here! 

There’s no food! And something is wrong with the water! Please, father! 

 

Priest: His Holiness is indisposed right now, my brother in Christ.  

 

Old Man: Well, can the church give some food for the needy? I haven’t eaten anything in days. Please, father! Tell 

Pope Innocent to come down from his marble perch and touch the sick like he used to. Look! Look here! Here is a 

poor woman who has devoted herself to the church, to the work of the Lord. Here she lays in the streets, begging for 

mercy, begging to be healed. She is very sick, father. Aren’t you, my beautiful sister? 

 

Old Woman: [straining in her voice] Please, father. I am close to dying. Please tell our Holy Father his people need 

him. 

 

Priest: Ok, ok! I will see if he can come outside for a moment. In the meantime--[pauses and sounds of water in a jug 

and a steel plate being placed down] here is some fresh water and some sandwiches. Eat and in a few moments, I 

will return. [sounds of footsteps walking and then up the stairs] 

 

Cardinal: What is all the commotion downstairs? 

 

Priest: The people are coming to the doors more frequently now. They are begging for His Holiness to come out and 

heal the sick like he used to. 

 

Cardinal: He can’t. It is too dangerous right now. 

 

Priest: The people are starting to lose faith. They need to see him, hear his words out in public. The world needs our 

Holy Father now more than ever. 

 

Cardinal: [sighs] Fine. I will see if he will come down. But send our security to make sure there are no signs of 

danger. [sounds of footsteps and a door closing] Holy Father, the people are downstairs again, banging on the doors. 

They wish to see you--for you to heal them. More have been coming in spite of all the dangers in the streets. 

[hesitates] Perhaps--you should make an appearance. Our security is making sure it is safe first, of course. 

 

Pope: Do you think this would be wise at the moment? 
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Cardinal: I think showing the world you are not in hiding would be a show of strength and people need to see this. 

But I also think it is risky. 

 

Pope: Then, I will show the people I am not afraid and God will protect me. [sounds of footsteps] Lead the way, 

Cardinal. [more footsteps and an opening of a large door--music rises] You there is a sick woman here who wishes to 

be healed? 

 

Old Woman: I am here, Your Holiness! Please, let me crawl to you. My legs can no longer move me! They are fixed 

like the north and south pole. Ridged and frozen and burning me up inside! 

 

Pope: [puzzled by her cryptic words] Stay where you are, my sister in Christ. I am coming to you. [footsteps] 

 

Old Woman: Oh, thank you, Holy Father! I fear I may not live much longer without a miracle. And I wish to see my 

grandchildren grow up. I love every single one of them. I have fourteen grandchildren, Holy Father. 

 

Pope: Where are you hurting, my child? 

 

Old Woman: [in an angry laugh] Right here! 

 

Cardinal: She has a gun! Protect His Holiness! [sound of a struggle and gunfire and people screaming] 

  

[boom] 

  

NEW KINGDOM RADIO THEATRE. <Commercial> 

  

>>>SCENE TWO 

[transition music] 

  

Narrator: Drought wreaked havoc everywhere throughout the kingdom. Many in the media dubbed the meteor event 

as the “rain of fire.” The media tried to downplay the events. But everyone knew what effects they were having on the 

environment. Rumors spread about starvation becoming the number one killer of people worldwide. The horrific 

drought exacerbated the already tumultuous conditions. In spite of this, Asilas began persecuting Christians and held 

large public executions of anyone who refused to denounce their religious affiliations. He wanted them to swear all of 

their allegiance to him and no one else. King Asilas had become so grossly different from the beloved “Man of the 

People” he once prided himself to be. In a bizarre move, Asilas met with Lord Capone and told him he needed to find 

more efficient ways to exterminate people who refuse to submit to him. Capone tried to reason with his king, but 

Asilas said he was not interested in his philosophies. He merely wanted a less barbaric way to rid the world of 

undesirables. Hanging and shooting them was simply taking too long and required too much effort. This stressed 

Capone a great deal, as even he was finding King Asilas less recognizable by the day.  [boom] 

 

[transition music] 
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Capone: Sir, have you given any thought to imprisonment? Maybe it would be best to put these people in prison as a 

means of harsh punishment. This might be a better way to make them change their minds and submit to you.  

 

Asilas: If we put them in prison, we’ll have to feed them. And in case you haven’t been paying attention, Quintin, 

there is a food shortage around the world. We can’t feed them. It’s that simple. 

 

Capone: We can ration food to them and in their desperation, they can be compelled to submit to His Majesty. When 

people are desperate, they’ll agree to just about anything. 

 

Asilas: Why do I get the feeling you don’t want to do the task I just commanded you to do? Are you getting soft, 

Capone? 

 

Capone: Of course not, my king. I just think we have other things to worry about at the moment than rounding up 

millions of people and killing them. [pauses and takes a few steps, then sighs] What’s happened to you, my brother? 

Is this really what we battled so much for? Are we really going to do this? Exterminate people for not submitting to 

you? Like, what does that even mean? How does one submit to you anyway? 

 

Asilas: [annoyed] You think this is really about me, Quintin? You think I am doing this out of vanity? Then you truly 

do not know me. 

 

Capone: I ask because I have always done what you’ve asked me to do. But this--this is something I don’t 

understand. [sounding desperate] I will follow you to the ends of the earth without question, my brother. I’ve always 

been your most loyal servant. 

 

Asilas: But you’re questioning me now. Are you not? 

 

Capone: Only because I think this is a bad idea. You’ve always told me to be honest with you about how I view 

things. You’ve always counted on my counsel and here I am asking you, my brother: Why are we doing this? 

 

Asilas: We are not doing this, Quintin. Just like you follow orders, I too have to follow orders. I am not the one who is 

commanding this. 

 

Capone: What? What do you mean by this? You are the king of the world! No one tells you what to do. 

 

Asilas: I am merely doing what is expected of me. It stems from something written and destined. This was decided a 

long, long time ago by forces we cannot comprehend. And I am in no position to question it, let alone try to change its 

course. And neither should you, Quintin. Now, do what I have commanded you to do or I will find someone else who 

will. And if I have to find someone else to do this, I will no longer have any use for you. Do you understand? [boom] 

  

>>>SCENE THREE 

[transition dramatic music] 
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Cody: Babe, I really want my mom to come to the wedding, but she is too sick to travel. [sounding concerned] Don’t 

you understand? I am just as disappointed as you are, believe me. 

  

JJ: [annoyed] Please, Cody, spare me. Your momma is probably giddy that she has the perfect excuse for not 

coming to our wedding. 

  

Cody: Come on, babe, now you know that isn’t true at all. She’s really sick. 

  

JJ: Yeah, sure, she’s sick of me. [really annoyed] You know, she’s never liked me! Like never! I can do everything 

right and I can act like the model daughter-in-law to be and she will always make some back-handed comment at my 

expense. I don’t know why she acts like that to me. [says “ugh” loudly in annoyance] I can’t believe your mother, I 

really don’t. She knows it’s tradition to have the mother/son dance. Bet she’ll enjoy throwing a wrench in that just to 

spite me! 

 

Cody: My mother is all about tradition, JJ. I know you don’t believe it, but she told me she thinks you will be a great 

wife and a wonderful mother to our future kids. She told me this! Now, why would she say that if she didn’t like you? 

 

JJ: Because she knows you would tell me this and I can read between the lines. 

 

Cody: Look, we can still have our traditions. My aunt Beth said she’s coming and she’ll step in for my mother for that 

mother/son dance.  

 

JJ: [sarcastically] Your aunt Beth! She’ll be drunk before we get to the toast! Let’s hope she doesn’t stumble onto the 

floor and make a big scene! 

 

Cody: Well, your father isn’t coming to the wedding. You don’t hear me upset about him breaking tradition and all 

that father/daughter dance stuff.  

 

JJ: That’s because my father is shacked up with that harlot he’s had on the side for years. He finally decided to leave 

my momma and go be with her in some farmhouse somewhere. No one has been able to get in touch for a while 

now. He’s probably on his [sings] “oh-la-la honeymoon.” Probably best he doesn’t show up with that horrible woman 

of his - what’s her face. 

 

Cody: Yolanda. 

 

JJ: [curt] Yeah, her. I can’t even say her name--it makes me sick. 

 

Cody: Well, all I can say is Glen--I mean your dad, he’s always been nice to me. I think you should still keep trying to 

reach him and see if he can come. [boom] 

  

 

  

>>>SCENE FOUR 
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[transition music] 

  

Narrator: The conditions around the world were looking very bleak. The food shortages people feared were 

beginning to destabilize the kingdom far more than King Asilas anticipated. And it was happening at an alarming rate. 

To make matters more complicated, Prince Jacob gave an interview on television that was not scripted nor was it 

approved by the king beforehand. The prince made a very bold move. One that put him at great odds with his father. 

[boom]  

  

[news music] 

  

MacDonald: Prince Jacob, welcome to the Hard Truths with Murphy MacDonald. I’ll get right to the point. The 

kingdom is in real trouble. It’s in trouble because the world is said to be heading toward a cataclysmic food shortage, 

and the calamities that have devastated cities, and the markets to be frank, has many businesses worried the 

economic shortfall may be too much to correct in the immediate future. What do you say to people looking at the 

world’s markets in freefall and wondering when it will hit the ground? 

  

Jacob: Well, if it hits rock bottom, there’s only one direction to go from there, right? 

 

MacDonald: That’s hardly comforting, my prince. 

 

Jacob: I don’t mean to make light of the topic, Murphy, but I have to be honest, we have many other issues to tackle 

before we can start working on the money problems. 

 

MacDonald: Well, money problems will only make matters worse, I believe. I suppose we could be looking at another 

situation that has been taking big chunks of the headlines as of late, and that’s this business the king has been 

enwrapped in: What’s with the mass executions of Christians and anyone who will not submit to him? [crowd boos] 

This kind of action is reminiscent of King Henry the 8th and his establishment of the Church of England in order to 

have his marriage annulled. It was pretty insane back then and it’s pretty insane now. 

 

Jacob: I don’t disagree with you, Murphy. I think what my father has been doing in regards to the execution of 

Christians is quite appalling. [crowd gasps in disbelief]  

 

MacDonald: Woh, wait a minute. Are you saying publicly that you are not in agreement with your father’s decree? 

You’ve never gone on record commenting about this matter. So, is this your coming out party here on my show? 

 

Jacob: It appears so. [chuckles a little] I really wish my father would stop this madness. Honestly, I haven’t had much 

time to discuss many things with him lately. Perhaps going on television is one way to get his attention. 

 

MacDonald: Well, I have no doubt he will watch this and you, sir, will have some serious explaining to do when you 

get home. 

 

Jacob: Maybe I’ll get sent to my room. [bothe men chuckle] 
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MacDonald: By the way, how’s Princess Monica? Are you making preparations for the baby? 

 

Jacob: Ah yes, the baby. I’m not sure if I should talk about that. 

 

MacDonald: [excited] You just went on record against your father’s persecutions of Christians and public executions, 

but the new baby is too much to go into? 

 

Jacob: That’s right. There’s a lot more to it than I can divulge, Murphy. [boom] 

 

[SONG “xxx” by XXX] 

  

  

>>>SCENE FIVE 

[dramatic/angry music—door closes] 

  

Asilas: Jacob, what the hell were you thinking going on that ridiculous show? Murphy MacDonald? Really? The Hard 

Truth? The guy is a total hack! 

  

Jacob: It got you to finally give me some time, didn’t it? We need to iron out some things, father. Like, we need to 

have a serious talk. 

  

Asilas: A serious talk about what exactly? 

  

Jacob: What do you plan to do with Monica once the baby is born? I need to know. 

 

Asilas: The only thing we can do. Execute her! 
 

Jacob: That’s your answer to everything now--kill people. Just kill, kill, kill? What has happened to you, father? Killing 

people is not the answer to everything. 

 

Asilas: Is ridding this kingdom of Monica going to be a problem, Jacob? When you asked me to let her into this 

family, I let her in. And basically, anything you and Monica wanted, I made sure you got the best of everything. How 

does she repay me? She tried to have the Pope and me killed!  

 

Jacob: [dismissive] No, she didn’t try to have you killed.  

 

Asilas: Oh, you just don’t know, Jacob. Even if I showed you the proof, you would deny it’s authenticity. Why? 

Because you are so pathetically blinded by the love you have for her. And that blindness is what nearly toppled 

everything. No, she has to be eliminated. 

 

Jacob: So, I should raise my son, your grandson, without his mother? When it isn’t necessary? 
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Asilas: Ok, I see this is going to be a problem. You are going to be a problem--this loyalty you have for your 

psychopathic wife! 

 

Jacob: Yes, I do have a problem with it. What are you going to do? Eliminate me as well? You're going to kill your 

son because he goes against you and wants to keep his wife--in spite of all her flaws? [scoffs]  Is there anyone you 

won’t kill? [hard footsteps walking away] 

 

Asilas: Jacob, think about this. Wait! Jacob! [door slams]  

  

  

>>>SCENE SIX 

[transition music/sounds of computers beeping and printing out data] 

  

Sampson: [sounds of paper shuffling] Dr. Liverpool, I’ve gone over the readings several times. If the models are 

correct, we are on the brink of a complete polar shift. 

  

Dr. Liverpool: Let me see that, Sampson. [more paper rustling] No, no that can’t be right. Check the readings again. 

  

Sampson: But Dr. Liverpool, I’ve run the numbers a dozen times. It’s hard to imagine, I know, but the shift is going to 

happen very soon. We have to warn people. Tell the king and tell the news stations. 

  

Dr. Liverpool: No way are we calling the news stations, Sampson. I’ve got to get Lord Oreb on the phone. Don’t say 

a word to anyone--no phones or nothing! Run the numbers again and get an updated model projection. Now! 

 

Sampson: [defeated] Yes, sir. 

 

Dr. Liverpool: [sound of picking up the phone] This is Dr. William Liverpool, access code 

Delta-Omega-Niner-Tango-Delta-Omega-Indiana-Tango. I need to speak to Lord Oreb right away. 

 

Woman on phone: Hold for Lord Oreb of the High Council. 

 

Oreb: Dr. Liverpool, tell me you have good news. 

 

Dr. Liverpool: Unfortunately, I do not, sir. The poles are beginning to shift. We’ve been running the numbers and all 

the models indicate the shift is happening. The earth’s electromagnetic field will be disrupted and communications 

around the planet will begin to experience extensive interruptions for an indefinite period of time. 

 

Oreb: But we’re talking through our satellite communications right now. Why isn’t our connection experiencing 

anything unusual? 

 

Dr. Liverpool: Sir, when the interruption happens, it will be sudden and irreversible. What’s worse is the world’s 

power grids will become vulnerable and I expect there will be massive power outages all over the world. This will 

certainly exacerbate an already unstable situation for the king. He needs to be warned about this. 
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Oreb: We are prepared for whatever civil unrest that ensues following the event, Dr. Liverpool. That’s all for now! 

  

[Outro music] 

  

YOU’VE BEEN LISTENING TO THE RISE OF KING ASILAS, EPISODE 49: DROUGHT, STARRING: 

JV TORRES AS KING ASILAS 

DAVID S. DEAR AS POPE INNOCENT XIV 

STEVEN FISHER AS LORD JEREMY OREB 

JOHN DOBY AS LORD QUINTIN CAPONE 

MIKE MACDONALD AS MURPHY MACDONALD 

DOMINIC NOTARO AS PRINCE JACOB 

AUSTIN BEACH AS CODY VALENTINE 

AMANDA HAGGIST AS JJ 

SCHUYLER TORRES AS SAMPSON 

MARK DREISONSTOK AS DR. LIVERPOOL 

ROBB GERARD AS OLD MAN AND PRIEST 

JUDY CERDA AS OLD WOMAN 

AARON H. AS CARDINAL 

JESSICA GRIER AS WOMAN ON THE PHONE 

AND NARRATED BY SERGEI BRAZHNIKOV 

  

THIS EPISODE FEATURES THE SONG “_______________” BY __________________. DOWNLOAD THE MUSIC 

OF ________________ ON BANDCAMP.COM TODAY. FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CAST, THE 

MUSIC OR THIS PRODUCTION, PLEASE VISIT US AT WWW.THERISEOFKINGASILAS.COM FOR A FULL LIST 

ON OUR SEASON 4 EPISODE PAGE. AND NOW A WORD FROM OUR PODCAST FRIENDS: 

  

<PODCAST PROMOTION OR COMMERCIAL> 

  

THIS HAS BEEN A PRODUCTION OF THE NEW KINGDOM RADIO THEATRE IN BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 

COPYRIGHT 2020. AND STAY TUNED FOR EPISODE 50. 

  

 

8 

http://www.theriseofkingasilas.com/
http://www.theriseofkingasilas.com/

