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Episode 42: “The Lure” -Written and Directed by JV Torres 

 

>>>SCENE ONE 

[intro music—radio static] 

 

Nabal: Your Majesty, I was just in China to assess the situation there as you requested. Lord Shelley has identified 

two women believed to be President Wei’s mistresses. One of the women is already in contact with the 

M.E.A—apparently she’s on King Hussein’s payroll.  

 

Asilas: So, that’s how Hussein has been able to keep close tabs on President Wei. 

 

Nabal: Indeed, sir. [pause] Your Majesty, before I left for China, you asked me to surveil Luke Johnson and his 

anti-church movement. I looked into it as soon as I got back. He’s been having meeting all across the original states, 

sir. I believe his group is much larger than we originally thought. 

 

Asilas: How many people are in his network, Nabal. 

 

Nabal: I counted over 800, sir. 

 

Asilas: Well, he is ambitious, I’ll give him that. 

 

Nabal: I estimate the network is at least three times that number. Maybe more. 

 

Asilas: I believe it. Johnson has been trying to undermine the church for years—even before the war. But now, it 

looks like he’s got more people listening to him. 

 

Nabal: What are your orders, sir? I can have him eliminated very swiftly. 

 

Asilas: If we outright assassinate him, he’ll become a martyr, which is exactly what he wants. We’re not going to give 

him that. Instead, we’ll put him on trial. I want you to lead Oreb and his men to Johnson’s location. Have him arrested 

and Oreb will have him ostracized before a public hearing. Having him give testimony in a public forum will bring out 

his supporters. We’ll go after his supporters after the trial and kill them all. Then, banish Johnson into exile to an 

island in the Caribbean sea. He’ll be disgraced, hated and discredited. 

 

Nabal: As you command, Your Majesty.  

 

Asilas: And Nabal, show no mercy on Wei’s mistresses—not even their children. They’ll just grow up wanting to 

avenge their parents anyway, so eliminate them as well. 

 

Nabal: Yes, my king. [boom] 

 

 

NEW KINGDOM RADIO THEATRE. <Commercial> 

 

>>>SCENE TWO 

[transition music] 
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Narrator: Lord Oreb put the leader of an anti-Christian terrorist movement on trial. Luke Johnson was a very 

outspoken activist who wanted to bring down the Catholic Church, who he called the Beast of the World. In a public 

setting, Oreb asked him to defend his actions before being punished for his crimes against the church and the crown. 

Johnson said in his testimony that Christians and the Catholic Church in particular had been on the wrong side of 

humanity for centuries. Oreb, flabbergasted, asked Mr. Johnson to explain this and Johnson went on to argue the 

Catholic Church had been lying to the people from the beginning and even perverted the words in the Gospel. But 

before the announcement of his sentence, Johnson told Oreb things that infuriated him. Even so, his words planted a 

seed in Oreb’s mind. He said: 

 

Luke Johnson: The truth of everything is in antiquity, Lord Oreb. But it's resolve will only come in the future. People 

prefer lies over the truth because it absolves them of responsibility for it. 

 

Oreb: Are you saying people believe lies so that they don’t have to be responsible for the truth? That’s insane. 
 

Johnson: Is it? Try to see the world through my eyes, Lord Oreb. And when you do, doubt will seeps into mind. 

Doubt about the actions of Christians and the Catholic Church. Their hypocrisy, their self-righteousness, their 

perversion of the Gospel. They twist and mangle the words of God to fit their comforts, their desires and their 

perverted ways. The closer you look, the more all they stand for conflicts with many of God’s laws. I can sense that 

about you, Lord Oreb. I can tell you are a good man with good intentions. If you were the king, you would not have 

done what Asilas is doing. You would not align yourself with the Vatican as he has. You would never have 

worshipped the Devil as he has! 

 

Oreb: Don’t suppose you know anything about me or what I would or would not do, Mr. Johnson. Make no mistake 

about it, you are close to being put to death. I’m willing to be lenient, but do not try my patience. I can very well 

condemn you to death, you hear? So, all of your senseless babbling will only persuade me this should be your 

ultimate fate. 

 

Johnson: I am not telling you this to force your hand. I accept that my life is over. I have no problems with that. But I 

have to tell you these things, Lord Oreb, because you have to the power to bring balance to this world. It needs to 

have balance and you have to steer it back in the right direction. 

 

Oreb: This is absurd. I don’t know what you are talking about. 

 

Johnson: I think you do. But you better let me whisper it in your ear. You don’t want me to say this in front of 

everyone, trust me. [whispers] Black Horse. 
 

Oreb: [in a loud whisper] What did you say? 

 

Johnson: [whispering] I said Black Horse. That’s you, right? 

 

Oreb: [talking normal again] It’s clear you want your execution to happen. 

 

Johnson: [chuckles] A-ha! I knew it. It is you! You are him, Lord Oreb, don’t deny it.  

 

Oreb: You are sadly mistaken, Mr. Johnson. [sound of crowd grumbling] For your defiance of His Majesty King 

Asilas’s order to be branded, and for inciting violence against the Holy Catholic Church, I hereby find you guilty of 

high crimes against the crown and sentence you to a life in exile to a location to be determined. [louder crowd 

rumbles—some boos] 
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Johnson: What? That’s insane! The Catholic Church is not part of the American monarchy. My rhetoric may be vile 

against the church, but I never incited violence against anyone! And even if I did, why is that against the crown? 

 

Oreb: You had your chance to make your case, Mr. Johnson, and you chose to grandstand instead of defending 

yourself. You will be held in a maximum security prison and be transported within 30 days to your exile destination. 

This court is adjourned. [gavel slams] Everyone is excused. [more crowd rumblings] 

[boom] 

 

>>>SCENE THREE 

[transition action music] 

 

Pope Innocent: What troubles you, my son? I’ve seen you with that expression a lot lately. The trial against that 

dreadful menace, Luke Johnson, has ended and personally I couldn’t be more content with the outcome. So should 

you. [pause] You want to tell your Holy Father why you are upset? 

 

Asilas: Personal matters, Holy Father. My wife— 

 

Innocent: Your wife does not want to talk to you or be with you, correct? 

 

Asilas: I’ve been trying to reconcile, but she is still very hurt by my betrayal of her trust. I can’t say I blame her, 

though I think I’ve paid for my sins. 

 

Innocent: Unfortunately, Asilas, we never get to determine our own punishment nor how long we will pay for what we 

do in this world. 

 

Asilas: I know my relationship with Lord Shelley was inappropriate, but I didn’t—I wasn’t with her in the most intimate 

way. Why doesn’t that count for something? 

 

Innocent: Because it was intimate, Asilas. Not laying with someone does not mean you cannot be intimate with 

them. You and your wife had a solid bond and trust and now that has been severed. Like a muscle or an arm being 

detached from the body. It can be reattached, but the healing process takes a very long time. I’m afraid this marital 

problem you have is like that. It will take time to heal. 

 

Asilas: I don’t have a lot of time, Pontiff. None of us do. I don’t want to leave this world without my wife by my side. 

The thought of it is incredibly unsettling to me. 

 

Innocent: Indeed, I do understand, but what you must do in this world is far more important than even saving your 

marriage. We all have to make sacrifices and if this is one of yours, so be it. 

 

Asilas: I understand this as well, but it doesn’t mean I won’t feel pain because of it. 

 

Innocent: Everyone will have to feel pain, my son. Much of that pain has to come without warning. It has to come like 

a firestorm in the night, violently shaking the walls and waking the sleepers to find themselves in an inferno. And 

while they burn, they may ask themselves why this is happening to them and it will not matter because they will die. 

But the secret is, we all know deep down inside why we suffer and know why we deserve it. Just as you know why 

you suffer as you do. 
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Asilas: My dear friend Dr. Ezekiel is suffering right now, Holy Father. He’s a good man—I can’t think of anything bad 

he has done in his life. Why is he dying a slow, painful death? It seems so unfair. 

 

Innocent: We don’t get to decide if our suffering is fair. That is decided by our Lord. And as for your friend, Dr. 

Ezekiel—he is not without sin. No one is. 

 

Asilas: I’m not suggesting he’s an angel. But he has been good to me. 

 

Innocent: Indeed. At least your wife is healthy, Asilas. Imagine the pain you would be feeling right now if she were in 

Dr. Ezekiel’s condition? The guilt of your sins would be unbearable, would it not? Try to think of it, son. Imagine her 

suffering horribly at the end of her life. 

 

Asilas: No—no—no! [boom] 

 

[SONG: “KINGS” BY SCENE OF ACTION] 

 

>>>SCENE FOUR 

 

Narrator: Lord Oreb met with Asilas to convey his growing doubts about the alliance made with the Catholic Church. 

In their meeting, Asilas seemed distracted and unwilling to focus on the topics Oreb wanted to discuss. Oreb told the 

king Luke Johnson had said many disturbing things about the Church, their dealings with Satan, and their plans to 

hijack the king’s wishes. Asilas sat moping, nearly in tears and could only utter his heartache for Queen Rebekah. He 

told Oreb that the queen had said she no longer loved him and couldn’t stand the sight of him. The king had made 

several attempts to reason with the queen, trying to woo her back, sending her flowers and even singing her a song. 

But the queen did not accept any of the king’s gifts or advances. The situation was dire and he was slipping into 

madness by the minute. So Oreb did what he thought was necessary to intercede in the matter. He left his post in the 

Middle East and went to New Eden to talk with the queen. 

 

[transition music—door closes] 

 

Lord Oreb: My Queen, thank you for meeting with me. I hope you are feeling well today. 

 

Queen Rebekah: I have to say, this is a real surprise, Lord Oreb. To what do I owe this visit? 

 

Oreb: Your Majesty, I am here to plead with you about your relationship with the king. I’ve come to tell you he is 

suffering immensely and he is completely heartbroken since your recent expressions of discontent with him. I want 

you to know the king is extremely sad and his mood is affecting the governing of the kingdom. Is there a way to 

reconcile your issues for the sake of all of us? 

 

Rebekah: I don’t know, Lord Oreb. Has he stopped loving Lord Shelley? Has he stopped being unfaithful to me? 

 

Oreb: Yes, My Queen. I can personally attest to this. The king has cut all personal ties with Lord Shelley. She’s in 

China and has been for months. I know they are no longer involved outside of the business of the war campaign—I 

assure you of this. 

 

Rebekah: And what about the murder of my father? [boom] Has he also admitted to ordering his death? Has he 

confessed to sending his assassin Nabal to kill him? 
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Oreb: My Queen, to my knowledge, your father’s death was ruled an accident. That has not changed—at least not 

officially. 

 

Rebekah: [scoffs] You continue to cling on to that fiction, don’t you? You know what really happened to my father! 

You know all the details of his death and yet you stand here and try to act like you know nothing—like you’re acting in 

the best interest of the king. You and Asilas have a lot of nerve to ask me to forgive and forget the betrayal you have 

done to me. How dare you, Lord Oreb? 

 

Oreb: My Lady, I think you are mistaken— 

 

Rebekah: No, you are mistaken! Now, you’ve said what you had to say, Lord Oreb, just GET OUT! [boom] 

 

>>>SCENE FIVE 

[transition music—door closes] 

 

Lord Capone: Lord Oreb, I know you are here on other business, but I’m hoping you can stay for a little bit to help 

out with our situation here at the Grand Castle. 

 

Oreb: Sure, I came to speak with the queen, but our meeting was cut short. What is going on and why are we not 

meeting in your office, Lord Capone? 

 

Lord Vargas: Well, Lord Oreb, if I may, we are in this office because the Regent’s office has been bugged. 

 

Oreb: Bugged? I take it you are not 100% sure who this might be. 

 

Vargas: Lord Oreb, we have strong suspicions that Princess Monica and possibly Lord Richards are working with 

someone on the outside. But we’re not sure. 

 

Oreb: Surely, you have a plan to spring a trap. Am I right? 

 

Lord Vargas: We do. But it involves Prince Isaac. 

 

Oreb: Have you discussed this with Prince Isaac yet? 

 

Capone: No, we haven’t. That’s why we think you should help us with our plan. 

 

Oreb: How can I help? 

 

Capone: Isaac is a creature of habit, so we know his routine around the castle. We need you to “accidentally bump 

into him.” Mention how his father could use some help—especially with him being more of service to the prince. 

Perhaps mention working with Princess Monica on the new mandate the king decreed. 

 

Oreb: You mean branding everyone on their foreheads? 

 

Capone: Exactly. Jacob believes, and we all agree, it is likely that Isaac does not like this mandate and we know 

Princess Monica doesn’t either. So, putting those two together seems like a possible alliance could brew. Once Isaac 

gains her trust, we can direct him in extracting the information we need to find who is behind all of this. 
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Oreb: Sounds plausible. [pause] Ok, I’ll head over to meet with Isaac as soon as I leave this office. Tell me where 

he’s going to be in a few minutes. I have other pressing matters to attend to, so I must act quickly. [boom] 

 

>>>SCENE SIX 

[transition music] 

 

Narrator: Prince Isaac was very excited when Lord Oreb asked for his help in some touchy political matters. With the 

king’s decree to have everyone branded on their foreheads, it had become more apparent this was perhaps the 

king’s most unpopular move. However, what no one knew at the time was that the ink used in the branding had 

nanobots in them—which entered a person’s bloodstream and could alter a person’s mood and even their thoughts. 

For the people who willingly had themselves branded, these nanobots began to influence their feelings. The more 

people had the branding on their foreheads, the more approval the king’s decree gained. Even newscasters on 

television proudly displayed their branding and people began to accept it as chic. With more people coming out with 

positive reviews of the branding, Prince Isaac expressed his discontent with this and voiced his fiery opinions to 

Princess Monica. The trap was set in motion and soon it would be revealed how deeply involved the Princess was in 

the undermining of the king. [boom] 

 

[transition music—door closes] 

 

Monica: Ah, here is my favorite brother-in-law. How are you, Prince Isaac? 

 

Isaac: I’m your only brother-in-law. Gosh, Monica, don’t you ever get tired of that old joke. It isn’t even funny. 

 

Monica: [chuckles] Oh, come on, you know I like messing with you. [pauses and moans] But I see you are frowning 

again. What’s wrong now? 

 

Isaac: I was watching the news and I saw that news guy—you know, Tom Novak? Yeah him. He’s got that branding 

tatt on his forehead now, too. And he was bragging about it. Like it was something fashionable. I’m so glad the law 

doesn’t require me to get one. I think I would rather they execute me than get one of those. They’re hideous! 

 

Monica: I agree, Isaac. [pause] You know, I think your brother is for it. But I’ve told him many times I don’t think it’s 

right the king forces people to get the branding. It should be voluntary. 

Isaac: Well, yeah, but even then, why should people get them? The whole thing feels very unnatural. And you know, 

my father won’t listen to me so it’s no use complaining or telling him what I think. 

 

Monica: But your brother will listen to you. 

 

Isaac: [scoffs] Yeah right. He knows it should have been me that holds his position. Look, I know he’s your husband 

and I don’t want to say anymore because you’ll tell him and he’ll get mad and then I’ll be in deeper and— 

 

Monica: [interrupting] Stop. [breathes in deeply and sighs] Look, I happen to know Jacob would love it if you tried to 

help him now. Things have been rough between you two, I won’t deny that. But as his wife, he tells me everything. 

So—if you want to be back in his good graces, I can help you. 

 

Isaac: You really think Jacob would let me back into his uptight world again? To be like we used to be? 

 

Monica: Maybe not totally like it used to be because he is the crown prince. But I am willing to help you get back in 

the game if you help me, too. 
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Isaac: If I can get back into Jacob’s circle, I’ll help you with whatever you want. 

 

Monica: Help me with anything I want? [evil chuckle] You sure know how to talk to a girl. Isaac, you and I are going 

to be best friends from now on. [boom] 

 

[Outro music] 

 

YOU’VE BEEN LISTENING TO THE RISE OF KING ASILAS, EPISODE 42: THE LURE, STARRING: 

JV TORRES AS KING ASILAS  

PAUL SATING AS NABAL 

STEVEN FISHER AS LORD JEREMY OREB 

DAVID S. DEAR AS  POPE INNOCENT XIV 

MEG MCDONALD AS QUEEN REBEKAH 

JOHN DOBY AS LORD QUINTIN CAPONE 

DAN DELGADO AS LORD ALBERTO VARGAS 

LEYLA BONET AS PRINCESS MONICA 

LIAM MONTGOMERY AS PRINCE ISAAC 

F ED KNUTSON AS LUKE T. JOHNSON 

AND NARRATED BY SERGEI BRAZHNIKOV 

 

THIS EPISODE FEATURES THE SONG “KINGS” BY SCENE OF ACTION. DOWNLOAD THE MUSIC OF SCENE 

OF ACTION ON BANDCAMP.COM TODAY. AND “ONE MORE SECOND CHANCE” BY HOWIE ZOW. FOR MORE 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE CAST, THE MUSIC OR OTHER CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS PRODUCTION, PLEASE 

VISIT US AT WWW.THERISEOFKINGASILAS.COM FOR A FULL LIST ON OUR SEASON 3 EPISODE PAGE. 

AND NOW A WORD FROM OUR PODCAST FRIENDS: 

 

<PODCAST PROMOTION OR COMMERCIAL> 

 

THIS HAS BEEN A PRODUCTION OF THE NEW KINGDOM RADIO THEATRE IN BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 

COPYRIGHT 2020. AND STAY TUNED FOR EPISODE 43. 
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