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Episode 19: “Bittersweet Surrender” -Written and Directed by JV Torres 

 

[high intensity music] 

 

Lord Shelley: Your Majesty, you’ll be pleased to know Russia is completely within our grasp now. Countries 

throughout Europe are proclaiming their allegiance to America and our revolution. Our plan is working, sir. [pause] 

But how should we deal with the remaining Royals. They are not responding to our requests to surrender. 

 

Asilas: They won’t respond until they think they’re safe. Then, they’ll try to bribe me. 

 

Shelley: Well, they do know all you want to do is execute them. You have no need for their bribes when you can 

simply take it all once they hang. 

 

Asilas: Of course they know this, but figure I’m too stubborn or vain and want to hear them beg me to spare their 

lives. But I have no natural need for their laments. I don’t feed off of desperation as they do.  Their masters have 

done that to humanity for countless centuries. I suppose they know of no other method that could drive a person 

-such as myself. They simply cannot fathom a greater satisfaction than holding people’s lives in their maniacal hands. 

 

Beals: How is what you do any different, Asilas? What you are describing is yourself. Or are you too blind to see this 

blaring truth? 

 

Asilas: What!? What are you doing here? Be gone, Satan! 

 

Shelley: [shocked] Excuse me, sir? Are you alright? 

 

Beals: Tell her the truth, Asilas. Tell her how insane you truly are. 

 

Asilas: Lord Shelley, do you notice anyone else in the room with us? 

 

Shelley: Why, no, sir. I mean, outside there are the Royal guards and Gideon, but you and I are alone. You 

specifically asked to meet me in private on this warship. 

 

Asilas: How far are we from London? 

 

Shelley: Just a short ride on your Chinook, sir. Why? Oh, that’s right, you got here with Gabriel, never mind. 

[confused] Did you want to visit our base camp? But, you specifically said you would only do that upon the Brits’ 

surrender. And they haven’t as of yet. [pause] Sir? 

 

Beals: See, Asilas? Her mind is already thinking you are insane. You are looking around like a madman, trying to 

find where in the Captain’s Quarters I am hiding. But I am not hiding in this room. I am in your mind, Asilas. I am in 

your head always. Because this is where you want me to be.  

 

Shelley: Sir? 

 

Asilas: Lord Shelley, how close are we to forcing the Brits to surrender? 

 

Shelley: Well, sir, by my estimation, it could be another six months before we completely overtake them using the 

conventional methods we have been employing, as you have commanded. 
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Asilas: Do you see a better way? Please speak frankly. 

 

Shelley: Your Majesty, in my opinion, this effort in Great Britain is taking too long. We should just drop a nuke on 

them and that will break them into pieces, as well as other countries who want to drag this Great War out. Forgive me 

for saying this, sir, but you are being too nice to your enemies by avoiding your greatest weapons to wipe them out 

because you care about human casualties. And I do understand this. But your enemies also understand this and will 

use it to their advantage. They want to buy time and you are giving it to them freely. 

 

Beals: Well, well, listen to this, Asilas. She is even more evil than you are. No wonder you love her as much as you 

do. If she only knew all the fantasies you have about her. All you would do to her? But you would never ever dare say 

any of this to her or anyone, would you, Asilas? Ha! Some absolute ruler, you are! You can’t even speak your mind. 

You think you have freedom and control to do as you please -because you are THE KING- But-- [laughs] you can’t 

even say what you feel because you’re afraid of what others will think. How pathetic. And you want to free these 

fools. They wouldn’t know what to do with real freedom. [continues laughing] 

 

Shelley: Forgive me if I spoke too frankly, sir. 

 

Asilas: Lord Shelley, you need not apologize. I value your opinion more than you possibly know. 

 

Shelley: Thank you, sir. 

 

Asilas: I will consider your proposition and we will discuss it at the next High Council meeting.  

 

Shelley: I look forward to it. [pause -almost hesitantly] Will you be staying longer on this vessel, Your Majesty? 

 

Asilas: I may. 

 

Shelley: Perhaps we should talk more over a meal? I can’t recall the last time we broke bread together. 

 

Asilas: Well, I am getting hungry. 

 

Beals: Oh, you’re hungry, alright. What a smooth, ferocious lioness she is. [laughs] But what is really on the menu? 

[laughing – fade]. [boom] 

 

NEW KINGDOM RADIO THEATRE. <Commercial> 

 

[transition music] 

 

Narrator: In a remarkable turn of events, Chinese and American forces asserted a complete occupation of Russia 

and pushed their fronts into Kazakhstan, Belarus, Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Finland. With some 

countries already under American rule, such as Moldova, Georgia, Armenia and Greece, the American expansion 

was rapidly surrounding the main countries in the European Alliance, which still fought with all their might to stave off 

Asilas’s takeover. In a covert move, the royal families of Denmark, Belgium, the Netherlands, Spain and Sweden all 

convened in Australia to hide from Asilas’s Spartan forces, whose sole mission was to unleash the Trishul on states 

with monarchies to kill all living royals. In a desperate plea, the Royals sent a message to Asilas to spare their lives 

and they would hand over much of their wealth. But Asilas…. gave….. no…… reply. [boom] 

 

[news music –with Tom Novak] 
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Newsreader: Good evening, America. We have breaking news: Russia has been overtaken by American, Middle 

Eastern and Chinese forces. In a stunning turning point in the Great War, which King Asilas refers to as the Great 

Revolution, the fragmented Russian government has surrendered. In an official statement released by the Kremlin 

just moments ago, the Russian President said, and I quote, “Russia and all Russian government agencies are no 

longer in a conflict with America and wish to cooperate with King Asilas in his efforts in Europe and throughout the 

world. Our interests at this time, as a government, is to avoid further loss of innocent Russian lives. This war has 

been more costly in terms of lives than arsenal and monetary resources. Our efforts in King Asilas’s revolution has 

reached its end and we now join the New Kingdom of America and King Asilas in this global effort to save humanity. 

Our government eagerly awaits the American representatives to officially turn over government resources to their 

transition teams and the transfer of power can commence,” end quote. 

 

Well, this news has sent shockwaves throughout the world as Russia, a one-time super powerhouse, is now under 

the control of America. As much attention is being given to this blockbuster news of the fall of Russia, there are other 

countries that have also surrendered to America, including Lithuania, Latvia and Finland. In Finland, there are many 

celebrations in the streets, as many citizens have openly expressed their support for King Asilas and have requested 

an official visit, but King Asilas has not said when he will officially visit any of the countries now in control of the New 

Kingdom of America. Reaction from the office of King Asilas has been relatively modest with only a brief written 

statement being released, which I quote, “The King is very happy about the news coming from Russia, Lithuania, 

Ukraine, Belarus, Finland, Kazakhstan, Latvia and Estonia. In spite of these countries joining the cause to save 

humanity, we are still in the middle of the Great Revolution and we will reserve celebrations for the day all nations 

unite in our cause,” end quote.  

 

As one might imagine, we are being inundated with information in our newsroom and will continue to update the 

public of new developments in the Russian takeover. We have been informed from the office of Lord Jeremy Oreb 

that Lord Joshua Jackson is on a plane as we speak, heading to Moscow to meet with the Russian transition team, 

but no further details are being released at this hour. Everyone, stay with us as we break for a commercial and when 

we return, we’ll get reactions from people across the kingdom about this sensational news coming out of Russia. 

 

[transition] 

 

[door open/closes] 

 

Queen Rebekah: Love! I wasn’t expecting you back so soon. I don’t know why I thought you would be gone longer. 

 

Asilas: If I travel by plane, sure. But I was with Gabriel, and- 

 

Rebekah: Oh, yes, I forget he can transport you in like a second. [pause] What does that feel like anyway? 

 

Asilas: Traveling in the blink of an eye, you mean? 

 

Rebekah: Well, yeah. Like, what goes through your mind when you travel that fast? 

 

Asilas: Actually, it kind of feels like being on a roller coaster. I just close my eyes and when I open them, I’m 

somewhere else. 

 

Rebekah: Wow. Anyway, I’ve been meaning to talk to you about something. My father. I’ve been trying to reach him 

for the last week and haven’t heard back from him. And that’s very unusual. I’m really starting to worry about him. 

Can you find out anything? 
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Asilas: You’re not able to reach Luther? You called his office? 

 

Rebekah: Of course, after he didn’t answer his private phone lines, I called his office, his wife and even his ex-wife, 

but they haven’t seen him either. His business partner said his last communication with the office was when he said 

he was traveling to Switzerland. Then, you invaded Switzerland. [pause] Asilas, I’m scared he got caught in the 

crossfire. 

 

Asilas: Sweetheart, if something happened to him in Switzerland, we would have heard about it. All Americans were 

accounted for and Luther was not in Switzerland. Is it possible he told his business partner that, but was actually 

going somewhere else? I mean, Luther’s marriage has been on the rocks lately. It’s possible he eloped with some 

young actress or something. 

 

Rebekah: It’s possible. He owns property all over the world. I’ll give it a few more days, but it’s unlike him to be out of 

touch so long. Especially with the war and everything. He knows I worry about him in his travels. He would have 

called by now. 

 

Asilas: I’ll send someone to investigate it and find out where he is, my love. 

 

Rebekah: Thank you, dear. [pause] Also, I’ve been talking with Monica about the wedding. She’s so excited. When 

she and Jacob get married, will you give her a title? 

 

Asilas: Sure I will. But you know this family isn’t like other Royal families. We do things a lot differently. And I’m going 

to need you to help me figure this out. 

 

Rebekah: [excited] Oh, that sounds wonderful. I’ve got a lot of ideas. 

 

Asilas: I can’t wait to hear them, my love. 

 

[transition] 

 

[SONG “The Monkey King” by Tandem Unicycle] 

 

[door opens/closes] 

 

Oreb: Sir, I get the sense something is troubling you intensely. Is there something on your mind you wish to discuss 

--something I can possibly help you with? 

 

Asilas: Well, I’ve been struggling with some things and they’re difficult to talk about. But Jeremy, I have zero doubts I 

can trust you about some of these troubles. 

 

Oreb: You are my king and if there is anything I can do to improve things for you, just say the word. I am your humble 

servant here to assist in whatever capacity. 

 

Asilas: It’s really complicated. [pause] I have some real problems and I have no idea how to fix them. My brother, 

perhaps you can help me sort some things out. 

 

Oreb: Ok. What is it, sir? 
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Asilas: Well, first, it won’t be long before the queen figures out something is terribly wrong with her father. She’s 

been trying to get ahold of him every day and I think she senses something is awry. 

 

Oreb: [mumbles] We figured eventually she would. Have you told her the war is likely making it difficult for him to 

communicate? 

 

Asilas: Jeremy, she’s not stupid. Her father is very resourceful. He would have communicated with her by now and 

she knows it. 

 

Oreb: You can’t let on you know anything. 

 

Asilas: Of course not. But I also don’t want to seem too detached or indifferent. She knows I’ve been suspicious of 

him, which means she’s probably suspicious of me. 

 

Oreb: You were very clear in your directive about the details of his demise. 

 

Asilas: I know. I told you specifically not to reveal anything to me.  

 

Oreb: Sir, have you thought about having Capone break the news to her? Let me tell Quintin about what happened 

and he can deliver the news to the both of you. This way, you can be completely unaware and genuine when you find 

out what really happened to him. 

 

Asilas: Capone? Ok. But how can we honestly do this? 

 

Oreb: Well, like I said, I will brief Capone on the discovery of Luther’s remains and he’ll come to you and the queen 

and break the news to the both of you.  

 

Asilas: I feel like such a bad person, Lord Oreb. 

 

Oreb: No. You’re not a bad person. You’re just someone caught in an impossible situation. Let Capone be the bad 

person in the eyes of your family. They will forever see him as the bearer of bad news. They can take out their anger 

and pain on him. As can you, as well. You will have to unleash fire and fury, Your Majesty. [pause] Look, Luther was 

close to you and I know you loved him. In the end, he doesn’t have to be remembered as a traitor or scumbag, even 

though he really was. He can be laid to rest with honor and dignity, which is more than he would have afforded you. 

But that aside, you need not worry anymore about this. Just let me handle it and prepare yourself and be available for 

your wife as she grieves.  

 

Asilas: This will probably halt the wedding plans and dampen our victories in Russia and Europe. Rebekah won’t 

want to celebrate anything for a long time. Her father meant the world to her. Damn it, Luther! You egotistical, greedy 

bastard! Aaaaah! 

 

Oreb: I know, sir. I know. But at least he’s no longer a threat to our cause. [pause] Was there something else you 

wanted to talk about? 

 

Asilas:  Lord Shelley. 

 

Oreb: Lord Shelley? I don’t understand. Did something happen with her I am unaware of? 
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Asilas: [emphatically] I kissed her. 
 

Oreb: [shocked] You what? Why? [almost whining] I don’t understand. 

 

Asilas: She apparently has feelings for me in much the same way I do for her.  

 

Oreb: I don’t know what to say. I’m completely shocked. Look, I advise you not to pursue this. This is the Devil, sir. 

[very confused] No, no, no, no. He’s making you give in to temptations. Please, for God’s sake, sir. This can’t 

happen. Think of your wife, the queen. 
 

Asilas: Come on, Jeremy. Don’t act so surprised. But honestly, I only kissed her. And I felt so terrible afterward, I 

apologized a hundred times. But she didn’t resist either. It felt like it could have gone a lot further. I just got caught in 

the moment, I don’t know what got into me. 

 

Oreb: Oh, I know what got into you, sir. And this would spell disaster. I know you are the king and you can do 

anything you want, but this would be devastating. Not just for your marriage, sir, but for your soul. 

 

Asilas: My marriage? Rebekah would never find out. 

 

Oreb: With all due respect, women always find out, sir. Husbands always think they can get away with such things, 

but wives always figure it out.They just do. It’s like they have some keen sense. Don’t ask me how, but rest assured 

the queen will sense your infidelity.  

 

Asilas: I know, Lord Oreb. That’s why I am telling you this. I wholeheartedly trust you, my friend. And I am never 

going to go there with Lord Shelley. I won’t. I can’t. I just had a weak moment, that’s all. 

 

Oreb: Please, for the love of God, sir, let that be your only weak moment. [boom] 

 

[transition music] 

 

Narrator: Troubled by his fervent desire for Lord Shelley, King Asilas, against his better judgement, sought counsel 

from Rabbi Rashi rather than Dr. Ezekiel. Although the Rabbi was an honorable man and one of the most respected 

theologians in the world, his instincts told him speaking about matters of such a personal nature would be a terrible 

mistake. But he felt his soul was slipping into an abyss and his mind into madness. His faith in Dr. Ezekiel was 

shaken because he was losing some of his inner control. Asilas weighed his explosive options in his mind, but soon 

found Beals in the middle of his inner conversations. Rabbi Rashi listened attentively to Asilas’s troubles and 

remained quiet for much of his visit. At some point, Asilas realized he was doing most of the talking and carefully 

watched the look in the Rabbi’s eyes to read his reactions. There was a long pause and then the Rabbi spoke. He 

told Asilas: 

 

Rabbi Rashi: By virtue of having a wife, a man may accomplish all the mitzvot, or Commandments, in this world and 

in the next. When a man marries, you see, all his sins are forgiven, and he saves himself from more sin. Because 

man lives by virtue of taking a wife, and by design, naturally, procreates and has a family by God’s will. A man 

teaches them about God and service to his fellow man. And this is how he can fulfill all the Commandments. For if he 

loves his wife as himself, he will fulfill the Commandments. [pause] Asilas, the Commandments are very clear. 

Should you ever have any doubts about the actions you take or the desires to fathom, revisit the Commandments 

and you will find clarity. Do you understand this? 
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Asilas: Rabbi, I – I – I- 

 

Rashi: Lay down the sword of your desires, Asilas. Let virtue be your sword. Bring your wife closer and you will 

accomplish all the mitzvot. [pausing between words] Do - you - understand - this? 

 

[boom] 

 

YOU’VE BEEN LISTENING TO THE RISE OF KING ASILAS, EPISODE 19: BITTERSWEET SURRENDER, 

STARRING 

JV TORRES AS KING ASILAS AND BEALS 

SHAYNE MAISTER AS LORD ANA PATRICIA SHELLEY 

STEVEN FISHER AS LORD JEREMY OREB 

MEG MACDONALD AS QUEEN REBEKAH 

DON RUDZINSKI AS NEWSREADER 

PETER GOLLUB AS RABBI RASHI 

AND NARRATED BY SERGEI BRAZHNIKOV 

 

THIS EPISODE FEATURES THE SONG “THE MONKEY KING” BY TANDEM UNICYCLE AND “ROLL ON” BY THE 

BLAM BLAMS. DOWNLOAD THE MUSIC OF TANDEM UNICYCLE AND THE BLAM BLAMS ON BANDCAMP AND 
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